
Special General Meeting 23.11.2021 

M I N U T E S 

OF THE SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE NATIONAL HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, HELD ON TUESDAY, 

23 NOVEMBER 2021, AT THE OFFICES OF THE  

NATIONAL HORSERACING AUTHORITY,  

TURF CLUB STREET, TURFFONTEIN 

 

ATTENDANCE: 
 
   National Board Directors: Mr S E Rowett (Chairperson) 
 Mr V Moodley                       (Chief Executive) 
 Mr A D Hyde 
 Mr D Rosevear 
 Professor I Sanne 
 Mr N Nalliah 
 Adv C F Van der Merwe SC 
      
 Members:  Mr D Nieuwenhuizen 
   Mr A Rapp 
   Mr A J Rivalland 
   Mrs D Sham 
   Mr M Sham 
   Mr S Tarry 
   Mr L M F Wernars 
   Mr D I Yutar 
  
 Apologies:  Mr S Mathen 
   Mr M Mogotsi 
   Dr A H Parker 
   Mr R Sewgoolam 
   Mr K P Truter  
 
 In Attendance:  Ms H Kayiya 
   Mr B Sibanyoni  
  
 
The Chairperson welcomed everyone and on behalf of the National Board thanked 
them for their attendance to the Special General Meeting of The National Horseracing 
Authority. 
 
The Chairperson confirmed that The NHA had received 331 valid Proxies, of which 
two fall away as both Messrs Rivalland and Wernars were in attendance at the 
meeting.  She declared that with the 329 valid Proxies and together with the Members 
in attendance, there was a quorum present and declared the meeting duly constituted 
in terms of the Constitution of The National Horseracing Authority. 
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The Chairperson confirmed that the Notice of the Meeting was published in the Racing 
Calendar and on The NHA Website with 21 days’ Notice being given as required by 
the Constitution.  This was also sent to all the Members whose e-mail addresses that 
are on file.  The Notice of the Meeting was taken as read. 
 
The Chairperson confirmed that in terms of Clauses 13 and 26 of the Constitution, any 
amendments to the Constitution must be done by way of a Special Resolution, carried 
by a majority of not less than two thirds of the votes, both given by Proxy and by 
Members present and entitled to vote at a Special General Meeting called for that 
purpose.  
 
The National Board had called a Special General Meeting to consider amendments to 
the Constitution as set out in the Notice of the Meeting. 
 
 
The Chairperson confirmed that a total of 329 valid Proxy Forms were received 
and were available for inspection at the meeting. 
 
 

 Discretion YES NO TOTAL 

Special Resolution Number 1: 

Proposed by members as co-ordinated by 
SANTA that the NHA Constitution be 
amended to change the appointment 
process and composition of the NATIONAL 
BOARD to one that predominantly consists 
of representatives of industry stakeholders. 

   

 
 

 
329 

Special Resolution Number 2:   

Proposed by members as co-ordinated by 
SANTA that the NHA Constitution be 
amended to remove various references to 
the RACING CONTROL EXECUTIVE. 

   

 
 

329 

Special Resolution Number 3:  

A proposal by the National Board that the 
NHA Constitution be amended regarding 
the composition and functions of the 
Nominations Committee and to give 
flexibility regarding the appointment of a 
second executive director. 

   

 

 

  329 

T O T A L 329 

 
 
 

2 
 

9 
 

318 
 

2 
 

8 
 

319 
 

19 289 
 

 21 
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PROXY FORMS  -  INVALID 
 
The Chairperson advised that 37 Proxy forms had not been accepted for the following 
reasons: 
 

Not Entitled to Vote - 3  

  – 1 in a Training Partnership with Mr B Botes  
  (1 Vote only) 
   1 in a Breeding Partnership with Mrs J Davies 
  (1 Vote only) 
  1 is an Assistant Trainer 
  
Not Registered - 22 
Unmarked boxes - 2 
Received after cut off - 10 
 
 
The following were the results by the Members present, including the 3 National 
Board Directors, who are Members.   
  

It is proposed that the Constitution be amended in 
order to provide that: 

YES NO TOTAL 

Special Resolution Number 1: 

        Proposed by members as co-ordinated by 
SANTA that the NHA Constitution be 
amended to change the appointment 
process and composition of the NATIONAL 
BOARD to one that predominantly consists 
of representatives of industry stakeholders. 

  
11 

Special Resolution Number 2:   

        Proposed by members as co-ordinated by 
SANTA that the NHA Constitution be 
amended to remove various references to 
the RACING CONTROL EXECUTIVE. 

  
11 

Special Resolution Number 3:  

        A proposal by the National Board that the 
NHA Constitution be amended regarding the 
composition and functions of the 
Nominations Committee and to give 
flexibility regarding the appointment of a 
second executive director. 

  
11 

 
Special Resolution Number 1   -   Not Passed 
Special Resolution Number 2   -   Not Passed 
Special Resolution Number 3   -   Passed 

- 
 

11 
 

- 
1 

11 
 

11 
 

- 
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The Chairperson noted that by a two thirds majority the amendments to the 
Constitution were accepted both by Proxies received and Members present. 
 
The Chairperson confirmed that there was no other business and opened up the floor 
to any questions. 
 
Mr Rapp said he wished to hear from the SANTA representative why they had changed 
their viewpoint. 
 
Through the Chairperson, Mr Rivalland responded that as the Chairperson of SANTA, 
we were aware that there was a huge amount of concern from the Board of The NHA 
regarding Resolution 1 and Resolution 2 that had been proposed by SANTA originally.  
He advised that they had received a request from the NHA, through Mr Larry Nestadt 
and Mr Ronnie Napier, whom were both past Chairmen of the NHA, advising that they 
felt that the Resolutions would create a Constitutional crisis if they were passed in their 
present form.  A request for SANTA to meet with them was made and subsequent to 
that meeting, The NHA put together a team of 5 members to form a Special General 
Meeting Committee to deal with the SANTA Representatives, who also consisted of a 
Committee of 5 people, namely 2 Trainers, himself and Mr Mike De Kock, Mr Mark 
Currie who is Chairman of the Thoroughbred Trust, Mr Robert Bloomberg who is an 
Attorney, Owner, Breeder and represents Trainers matters and interests and 
Mr Charles Savage representing 4Racing.   
 
A number of meetings ensued between the parties and eventually through the 
Chairperson’s perseverance, in the very end they had managed to get together and 
apply their minds to finding a different methodology of achieving a similar objective. 
This was done through making changes in references to the Nominations Committee, 
whereby licensed personnel can serve on that Committee. He advised that the 
Nominations Committee previously was comprised of solely ex-past Chairmen of The 
NHA, which SANTA felt was a very undemocratic way of electing Members to the 
Board of The NHA.  In terms of the rest of the Constitution, it remains very much the 
same as there will be three independent people on the Board, one guaranteed person 
being the Chief Executive or Managing Director of The NHA that will serve on the 
Board.  Another position would be made available from Management to serve on the 
Board.  The reason SANTA were very opposed to the Racing Control Executive per 
se being a Board Member, was that they felt that someone needs to police the police 
and the Racing Control Executive has a huge amount of power in terms of the Rules 
of The NHA, especially when one considers that Trainers race under the absolute 
liability Rule, which does remove a number of their statutory rights.  It is important that 
there needs to be sufficient oversight of the Board on that person occupying that 
position.  He said that was the compromise that SANTA came to that was attached to 
Resolution 3.   
 
In reply to a question from Mr Rivalland regarding the timeline for these changes to 
become effective, the Chairperson, together with the Chief Executive confirmed that 
these changes would be effective immediately.  The National Board would now meet 
to appoint their two Members to the new Nominations Committee and the process for 
Clause 14. 
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The Chief Executive confirmed that The NHA would be starting the Nominee process 
with a Trainer/Jockey and an Owner Representative.  The Operators will nominate 
one person collectively.  He advised that we will close the Nominee process on 
3 December and then the voting would take place by 15 December 2021.   
  
The Chairperson closed the meeting and thanked all Members present for their 
participation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VM/PR 
 
 
23 November 2021 
 

 


