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M I N U T E S 

OF THE 140TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

OF THE NATIONAL HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 

 12 JANUARY 2022, COMMENCING AT 12:00. 

 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
   Present: Mrs S E Rowett (Chairperson) 
 Mr V Moodley (Chief Executive) 
 Mr N Nalliah 
 Mr D Rosevear 
 Mr S Mathen  
 Prof I Sanne 
 Mr M Mogotsi 
 Adv C F Van der Merwe   
 
 Apologies:  Mr R S Napier 
   Dr A H Parker 
   Mr A Rivalland 
   Mr R Sewgoolam 
   Mr K Truter 
    
 In Attendance:  Dr S De Kock (NHA) 
   Mr A D Hyde (NHA) 
   Mr R Gomes            Nolands (Telephonically) 
   Mr B Sibanyoni (NHA) 
 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 

The Chairperson welcomed everyone present to the One Hundred and Fortieth 
Annual General Meeting of The National Horseracing Authority.  The Chairperson 
also welcomed Mr Rafael Gomes from the Auditors Nolands, who was not 
present physically, but in attendance telephonically, as well as Senior 
Management Mr Arnold Hyde, Mr Bongani Sibanyoni and Dr Schalk de Kock.   
 
The Chairperson noted that apologies were received from out of province 
Directors Dr Ashley Parker, Mr Ken Truter and Mr Rikesh Sewgoolam who had 
given their apologies and also sent proxies. 
 
 The Chairperson also noted the apologies that had been received from 
Mr R Napier and Mr A Rivalland. 

 
2. Quorum 
 
 The Chairperson advised that The NHA had received 24 Proxies, which were 

available to view and confirmed that with the proxies and Directors’ present, there 
was a quorum present. 
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In accordance with the Constitution, the Chairperson advised that she would 
preside over the Annual General Meeting and declared the meeting duly 
constituted in terms of the Constitution. 
 

3. Notice of Meeting 
 
 The Preliminary Notice of the Annual General Meeting was published in the 

Racing Calendar on 26 November 2021 and the Notice of the Annual General 
Meeting was published in the Racing Calendar on 17 and 31 December 2021 and 
on 7 January 2022, as well as being placed on the NHA Website.   

 
The Chairperson requested that the Notice of the Meeting be taken as read. 

 
  Proposed: Mr N Nalliah 
  Seconded: Adv C F Van Der Merwe 
 
 The Notice of the Meeting was taken as read. 
 
4. Minutes of the 139th Annual General Meeting held on 13 January 2021 – 

Agenda Item 1 
 
The Chairperson confirmed that the Minutes of the 139th Annual General Meeting 
had been available on the NHA website since 29 January 2021 and requested 
that the Minutes be approved. 

 
 Proposed: Mr D Rosevear 
 Seconded: Adv C F Van Der Merwe 
 
 The Minutes of the Meeting were confirmed. 
 
5. Report of the Chairperson of the National Board of Directors for the year 

ending 31 July 2021 – Agenda Item 2 
 
 The Chairperson confirmed that her report and other reports had been published 

and circulated and had been available on the NHA Website from the middle of 
December.  She said that the Report would have given Members an opportunity 
to brief themselves on the activities of The National Horseracing Authority, the 
work undertaken by the Committees, the Financial Statements, as well as the 
statistics for the racing year ended 31 July 2021. 

 
 The Chairperson said that we are in a time of great change and challenge within 
our industry and that her statement in the report reflects those uncertainties 
prevailing at the time of writing.  Whilst some matters remain in flux, others have 
been resolved – the hand-over from Phumelela to 4 Racing, the AHS vaccine and 
the Special General Meeting.  
 
 Thankfully Onderstepoort Biological Products have overcome their issues and 
production of the AHS vaccine has resumed, but we should remain vigilant to this 
threat. 
 
The potentially catastrophic consequences of the Special Resolutions 1 and 2 
were averted.  This goes to show that where there is a will, there is a way. Side 
issues and personalities were not allowed to derail our efforts to find a solution.  
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The Chairperson added that hopefully this sets an example for others involved in 
areas of conflict in racing. 
 
Following the Special General Meeting, the new Nominations Committee was 
appointed consisting of Mr Rikesh Sewgoolam and Mr Nithia Nalliah from the 
National Board, Mr Bradley Ralph representing the Racing Operators, Mr Mark 
Currie from the Owners and Mr Anthony Rivalland from Trainers and Jockeys. 
 

 The Chairperson asked if she may take the Chairperson’s report as being 
adopted. 

 
 Proposed: Mrs S Rowett 
 Seconded: Prof I Sanne 
 
 The Chairperson’s report was adopted. 

 
6. Audited Financial Statements of The National Horseracing Authority of 

Southern Africa and the Funds held in Trust, for the period ended 
31 July 2021 – Agenda Item 3 

  
The Chairperson confirmed that the 2021 Annual Report containing the Financial 
Statements for the year ending 31 July 2021 were published on the NHA website 
on 17 December 2021.  There being no questions raised on the Financial 
Statements, the Chairperson requested that the Financial Statements be adopted. 

  
Proposed: Mr D Rosevear 

 Seconded: Prof I Sanne 
 

 The Financial Statements was adopted. 
 
7. Appointment of the Auditors – Agenda Item 4 
 
 The Chairperson confirmed that Nolands had been the Authority’s Auditors since 

the 2016/2017 financial year.  She confirmed that the National Board were 
satisfied with their services and recommended that Nolands South Africa are re-
appointed as Auditors.  

 
No objections were raised to the re-appointment of Nolands South Africa as the 
Authority’s Auditors. 

  
 Proposed:     Mr D Rosevear                                                                                                                          
 Seconded:    Mr S Mathen 
 
8. To transact any business which may be transacted at an Annual General 

Meeting 
 
 The Chairperson confirmed that in terms of Clause 12.3.4.1 of the NHA 

Constitution, the Minutes of the Special General Meeting held on 23 November 
2021 had been available on the NHA website since 23 November 2021 and 
requested that the Minutes be approved. 

 
 Proposed: Mr N Nalliah 
 Seconded: Adv C F Van Der Merwe 
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 The Minutes of the Meeting were confirmed. 
 
9. General 
 
 No matters were raised under General 
 
10. Closing Remarks 
 
 The Chairperson said that challenges will continue.  Not least to the 

independence and standards of the NHA.  She advised that she concurred with 
the statements made by Mr Moodley and Mr Hyde in their reports, namely that: 

 
 “There are certain stakeholders in our country that are deluded to think that the 

constant chipping away at the NHA’s Rules Book will have no consequences”. 
 
 The Chairperson stated that our Rule Book is in line with the international norm 

and yet there are a few who seek more lenient and less stringent regulations, 
motivated by their own short-term self-interest.  They should not be allowed to 
succeed.  This would have serious consequences on the reputation and standing 
of SA racing - detrimental to the value of our racing product (picture and betting) 
and to the value of our horses, and furthermore, to the welfare of the horses and 
the safety of participants.  We must resist efforts by these few to weaken our Rule 
Book and standards below the current international national norm. 

 
 The Chairperson said that as pointed out by Mr Hyde, while criticism of the 

Regulator is part of the job, the escalation of abuse is unfortunate and 
unnecessary.  She said that she abhors the personal abuse and intimidatory 
bullying meted out to individuals and officials at the NHA.  

 
 The Chairperson said that she wished to formally note her thanks to:  
 

- the NHA Management and Employees, for all whom she has the highest 
personal regard and respect; 

 
- Mr Vee Moodley for his outstanding leadership; 

  
- to the Senior Executives Arnold Hyde, Bongani Sibanyoni, Hazel Kayiya and 

Dr de Kock and the Laboratory team, for maintaining the highest international 
standards and the reputation of South Africa; 

 
- to the Administrative team and Handicappers; 

  
- to the forefront of racing integrity and horse welfare – the Stipendiary 

Stewards, Veterinary team and Investigatory Officers. 
 

- to the unsung heroes of the part-time race day Staff who have taken the brunt 
of hardships due to reductions of income from the pandemic and reduction of 
fixtures.   

 
 Thank you for your loyalty and hard work. 
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- to the Board of Directors – all of whom have gone above and beyond in what 

they have given to the NHA this year.  Also, thanks to members of the Sub-
Committees, and particularly to the Chairmen of those Committees for their 
sterling work; 

 
- to the Past Chairmen who made up the Nominations Committee since 2016 

up until the SGM in late 2021.  Thank you for equipping the NHA with such an 
excellent Board of highly qualified individuals - you have set the bar high 
indeed for the new Nominations Committee in their appointments.  

 
Professor Sanne, on behalf of the National Board, took the opportunity to thank 
Mrs Rowett for her dedication, leadership and hard work as Chairperson. 

 
 In closing, the Chairperson noted the following changes to the National Board.  

She advised that her term of office on the Board comes to an end with the close 
of this AGM and confirmed that she had not made myself available for re-
appointment.  Mr Ken Truter has served on the Board for seven years, and as our 
longest serving Director has decided to resign at the close of the AGM in the spirit 
of allowing the new Nominations Committee an extra position to fill.  On behalf of 
the Board and Members, she said that she wished to give our most sincere 
thanks to Ken for his outstanding contribution to the NHA over his seven years on 
the Board.  This included 3 years as Chairman, when his strong leadership and 
guidance saw the NHA through significant challenges.  In addition, he enhanced 
the reputation and standing of South Africa internationally, as well as forging 
strong friendships for the NHA and South Africa within the Asian Racing 
Federation and international communities.  The highlight of Ken’s achievements 
was the successful bidding and hosting of the Asian Racing Conference in Cape 
Town in 2020.  These international links are most important for our future. 

 
 
 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the Meeting closed at 12:12. 
 
 
 
 
S E Rowett 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VM/PR 
28 January 2022 
 
 


